Introduction
This paper proposes a diachronic scenario to account for the synchronic variation between SVO and verb-initial word order types in Austronesian languages. It is uncontroversial that verb-initial word order is more conservative than SVO (Starosta et al. 1982 , Cumming 1991 , Donohue 2007 . What I propose in this paper is that SVO has evolved from verb-initial order via topicalization of the subject.
The verb-initial language which I primarily use for illustration in this paper is the VOS language Seediq, an Atayalic language spoken in Taiwan.
Seediq is an ergative language; the absolutive argument always appears in clause-final position, as in (1a). The SVO word order type is illustrated by the Indonesian example in (1b).
(1) a. Wada biq-un hulama na Ape ka laqi. PAST give-TR treat ERG Ape ABS child 'Ape gave the child a treat.' b. Ali mem-beli buku pada Nuri.
Ali ACT-buy book for Nuri 'Ali bought a book for Nuri.' What I focus on in this paper is showing that the absolutive argument in the verb-initial languages has characteristics of a A'-position topic, rather than a subject residing in an A-position like [Spec, TP] . In SVO languages, the clause-initial DP has properties of both A-position subjects and A'-position topics. Crucially, what this suggests is that this DP in SVO languages is currently in the process of being reanalyzed from a topic to an A-position subject.
Verb-initial Languages
In this section, I discuss the position and interpretive properties of absolutives in verb-initial languages. I focus primarily on VOS Seediq, since the clause-final absolutive in this type of language can clearly be demonstrated to reside in a TP-external topic position and not in an Aposition like [Spec, TP] . The absolutive in VSO languages like Tagalog, however, also have some interpretative characteristics of a topic. Therefore, absolutives in verb-initial languages in general should not be analyzed as subjects residing in an A-position.
There are two possible derivations which result in absolutive-final word order. One is simply rightward movement of the absolutive, similar to the analysis of VOS order in Malagasy by Guilfoyle, Hung, and Travis (1992) . derivation involving fronting of the clause or predicate, along the lines of (3). Aldridge (2002 Aldridge ( , 2004 and Cole and Hermon (2008) argue specifically in favor of the predicate-fronting approach, based on the empirical observation that the fronted TP forms an island to extraction. As is wellknown, only the absolutive nominal in VOS Austronesian languages is capable of being A'-extracted. All other clause-internal constituents must remain in TP, which is accounted for by the derivation in (3), the fronted TP forming an island to extraction due to the 'freezing effect' on fronted constituents (Wexler and Culicover 1980) or the Condition on Extraction Domain (Huang 1982 i ) . A theoretical reason to favor (3) for the purposes of the present paper is that it provides a direct input to the change to SVO word order, which involves a leftward position for the topic. I will assume the derivation in (3) NPI cannot be licensed in absolutive position, as in (6a), indicating that the absolutive DP resides in a position not c-commanded by negation. An NPI can, however, appear in direct object position in an antipassive, as in (6b). In an antipassive construction, the verb is marked as intransitive, the external argument has absolutive case, and the theme or patient is treated syntactically as an oblique. In Seediq, oblique objects remain in their base positions in VP and therefore can be c-commanded by negation. PAST NEG buy anything ABS Ape 'Ape didn't buy anything.'
Seediq
The topic status of the absolutive is demonstrated by the next set of examples. Pearson (2001 Pearson ( , 2005 has argued extensively that the clause-final DP in VOS Malagasy resides in an A'-position. One argument he employs is to show that the clause-final DP must be definite. This is also true for Seediq. For example, Chang (1997) shows that wh-words, which are inherently focused and not presupposed, are prohibited from occupying this position. The wh-word undergoes fronting to clause-initial position in (7a), while it remains in situ in (7b).
Seediq (Chang 1997:146) (7) ii language Tagalog must also be interpreted as definite, as in (13a). If an object is indefinite (or nonspecific), then the clause must be antipassive and the object given oblique status, as in (13b).
Richards (2000), Rackowski (2002) , Aldridge (2004 Aldridge ( , 2005 Aldridge ( , 2008 , and Rackowski and Richards (2005) This section has shown that absolutives in verb-initial languages have characteristics of topics and not A-position subjects.
Subject in SVO Languages
This section discusses SVO, or Topic-initial, word order in two languages in Indonesia. The diachronic scenario is shown in (14) and (15). First, the absolutive DP undergoes topicalization to clause-initial position. This the first step in the VOS word order derivation assumed in (3). However, the second step does not take place, leaving TP in its base position following the topic. Secondly, this position is the target of raising-to-object or exceptional case-marking. This is shown for a closely related language Balinese. The fact that the embedded subject is accessible to case-licensing from the matrix clause indicates that it must be located in an A-position. Similarly, the asymmetry between the reflexive in (17a) and the pronoun in (17b) This is not to say that reconstruction of clause-initial DPs is never observed in Indonesian and Balinese. In Balinese, internal argument reflexive pronouns can be bound by the agent, regardless of whether they remain in VP or move to clause-initial position. In the actor voice construction in (18a), the agent is the subject and can bind the object reflexive in VP. In the object voice construction in (18b), however, the internal argument has been moved to clause-initial position, while the agent remains in situ to the right of the verb. Note that binding still obtains, indicating that movement of the object cannot be A-movement which would alter binding relations. Therefore, examples like (18) provide evidence that clause-initial position sometimes has A'-properties.
Balinese (Wechsler & Arka 1998:406) (18) Similar examples can also be found in Indonesian. A fronted reflexive can be bound by a pronominal agent which follows it in surface order.
Indonesian (Arka & Manning 1998:8) (19)a. Diri-saya saya serah-kan ke polisi. self-1.SG 1.SG surrender-APP to police 'I surrendered myself to the police.' b. Diri-nya mesti dia serah-kan ke polisi. self-3.SG.GEN must 3.SG surrender-APP to police '(S)he must surrender herself/himself to the police.'
Reconstruction effects as shown in (18) In (20c), the intended antecedent is scrambled to clause-initial position, where it c-commands and binds the reciprocal.
Japanese (Saito 2003:485) (20) This seemingly contradictory behavior of Japanese scrambling is traditionally treated as evidence that the landing site of this type of movement is sometimes an A-position and sometimes an A'-position (Mahajan 1990; Tada 1993; Saito 1992 Saito , 2003 and others) . The mixture of A and A' properties in Indonesian and Balinese subjects can be accounted for on the analysis presented in (14) and (15). Specifically, the reanalysis from topic to subject is not yet complete, meaning that clause-initial DP arguments are able to occupy either [Spec, TP] or [Spec, CP] .
Conclusion
In this paper, I have argued that synchronic variation between verb-initial and SVO word order in Austronesian languages can be accounted for diachronically by positing topicalization of the absolutive argument, followed by subsequent reanalysis of this DP as an A-position subject. I have shown that the absolutive in verb-initial languages has characteristics of a topic and not an A-position subject. Subjects in the SVO languages, on the other hand, show a mixture of A and A' properties, indicating that the reanalysis is currently in progress in these languages.
I might point out here that Donohue (2005 Donohue ( , 2007 offers an alternative view of the change from verb-initial to SVO word order in some Austronesian languages. He shows that there are large concentrations of SVO Austronesian languages in geographic proximity to SVO and SOV languages in mainland Southeast Asia and western New Guinea and proposes that the change to SVO in Austronesian languages was the result of contact with subject-initial neighbors. I offer in passing an informal opinion that this proposal does not contradict the claims made in the current paper.
In fact, the two proposals can perhaps be seen to complement each other.
Areal contact could very well be the external catalyst for the change in basic word order. What I have endeavored to argue for in this paper is a structural account of the change itself. My claim that the post-verbal subject had access to a clause-peripheral topic position facilitated the change to subject (or topic) initial order, since all that was required syntactically was the loss of TP-fronting, which left the topic in a clause-initial [Spec, CP] , as shown in (14).
The proposal put forth in this paper has interesting consequences for the study of diachronic syntax. First, the identification of absolutives with topics (rather than subjects) in the ergative verb-initial languages is not surprising, given the well-known fact that syntactically ergative languages do not have a well-defined notion of grammatical subject, the crosslinguistic characteristics of subjects being distributed between the ergative and absolutive DPs (Bok-Bennema 1991; Murasugi 1992; Campana 1992; Bittner 1994; Bittner & Hale 1996a, b; Manning 1996; Ura 2000) . Therefore, it should not be surprising that the change to SVO word order is accompanied by the reanalysis of absolutive to subject, concomitant with the change from ergative to accusative alignment, as argued for Austronesian languages by Aldridge (2008) .
Another consequence of the analysis is the clear evidence of continuity of older characteristics during the process of change, rather than an abrupt shift from ergative verb-initial syntax to accusative SVO. The relative stability of the mixture of A and A' properties of subjects in Indonesian languages is clear evidence for the gradual nature of syntactic change.
